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LGBTQ+ COUPLE WINS A FREE LUXURY WEDDING IN NEW ORLEANS 

Black LGBTQ+ couple from Virginia wins a free wedding contest in New Orleans. 
 

New Orleans, LA: Waning Moon Weddings by LaToya, a professional wedding officiant service and 

ministry, held its first annual LGBTQ+ free wedding contest (the Fun, Fab, & Free Wedding Contest) in 

New Orleans, Louisiana.  

After promoting the event on their Instagram account @WaningMoonWeddings, they received 

submissions from diverse couples from around the world. This contest was designed to make a dream 

wedding come true for, an otherwise, marginalized community in the wedding industry. By partnering 

with local event professionals, Waning Moon Weddings has set the date for the city’s first free luxury 

LGBTQ+ wedding, November 10, 2019. 

When asked about the momentum behind this project, Waning Moon Weddings Owner and founder of 

Waning Moon Weddings Ministry LaToya Papillion-Herr said, “For couples in the LGBTQ+ community, 

there is a level of unimaginable fear and uncertainty when planning any major life event.” “The Fun, Fab, 

& Free Wedding Contest is my way of creating a safe space and openly celebrating their love, beauty, and 

diversity. This project has received an outpouring of support from political organizations and event 

professionals all over the city of New Orleans. This is our first year and I am already looking forward to 

next year’s contest,” she added. 

This year’s winning couple, Lee and Sable, a black transman and black queer woman, is an educator and 

attorney currently living in Virginia. With help from Waning Moon Weddings and about 15 other vendors, 

they will be celebrating their love story with 50 of their closest friends and family in Lee’s hometown of 

New Orleans. 

● By reaching out to her close professional colleagues first, LaToya was able to secure service 

partners; NOCCA Institute, Michelle Norwood Weddings, Fat Cat Flowers, Mcarty House, Bitter 

Sweet NOLA, Fleur De Treats & Sweets, Upscales Custom, Cafe Orleans Catering, Lovegood 

Rentals, Capture Studio Photography, Silverloop, DJ RqAway, Tap Truck, Juana Party Bling, A 

Dining Experience by B. Sherrie, and Heather McNamara (more to be added). 

● After learning about Waning Moon Weddings’ yearly efforts, there are already event 

professionals and sponsors submitting their companies to be future service partners. 

● The estimated cost of this wedding would have been well over $75,000. With the support and 

partnerships from various professionals and organizations through the city of New Orleans, this 

wedding is free of cost to the winning couple. 

 

About Waning Moon Weddings by LaToya: Waning Moon Weddings is a professional officiant service 

and ministry in New Orleans, LA, owned by LaToya Papillion-Herr. Since 2015, LaToya has officiated and 

presided over 400 legal wedding ceremonies. LaToya is an inclusion and diversity advocate, public 

speaker, and trainer within the event industry. By providing unique and personalized wedding 

ceremonies, Waning Moon Weddings has been voted 2019 Couples Choice and 2019 Best of Weddings by 

Wedding Wire and The Knot.  


